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In a Letter to a — Gentleman. 
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SIX, 
Don't wonder to find #Perfon of your 
Senſe and Integrity ſo much ſurpriſed 
at the Report of the Throne bei — 
detlared Vacant; by the lower Ho 
of the Convention : 


2 — bad 


jp 
 Doltrima ; - therefare 1985 you' 
world this State Riddle to we, and 
give Ground of ibu lane + xeraordinavy 


Reoolation.. In anſwer to your 

you may pleaſe to take notice, That thoſe 
Gentlemen of the Convention, and the reft 
of their Sentiments, who declare a Vacancy 
in the Government, lay the main ſtreſs of 
their Opinion upon his Majefties withdraw- 


Original Conve&'was defigned for no more 
than 2 popular Flouriſh. 
And that you may be not beſhocked by 
Votes of ſo eon ſiderable anti pub- 
lick a dehaten byta private hand; 
me” to remind you; That a Pat» 
ſemen, and. a' Convention; are two vrry 
— — The latter, for want of 
theRing's and Concurrence, having 
no ſhare iu the Legiſlative Power. If 
urge, hs on — Poſture and * 


For lum (ſay you) cov. 
=_ 


it's 


gence of Affairs, is a ſufficient Diſpenſation ' 
with the ufual Prelimizaries and Forms of 
Parliament. To this am obligett to anſwer; 
That tiiis pretendett Neceſſity is either of 
their own Making, or of their own — 
ting to, which is the Game thing 5 and 

therefore ought not to be pleaded in Jufti- 
fication of their Proceedings. For if his. 
Majeſty had either not been driven/out of 
his Dominions,” or itrvited back upon ho- 


norable Ternis,: they needed not to have 
had recourſe to theſe fingular Methods. 
And fince they have neither the Authority 
of Law, 1 to ſupport their De- 
terminations; I hope they will not think: 
themſelves difobliged, if they are — — 
into; and ſome part of that —— n 
they have taken with his Majeſty 
ned upon themſelves. — 1 — ant 
unauthoriſed Opinions are to 
no farther than they provetheir 
Plate yithout the Royal — — 
ought not to be obtruded for currant Coin; 
nor rated any higher than the intrinfick 
Value of the Mettal. Les us examin therv-· 
fore if his Majeſty ras done any thirg whicty - 
imports, either in jt ſeiſ, ot by neeſfir 
con ce, That he hs roluntarity Re. 
ſigned his Crown, and Diſcharged his Subs" 
. their Rl þ = the w3 
of Enquiry imo i preſet Svate 
fairs, Os. for whoſe' r che —— 
mons ſeem to have a very great Regard, 26 
appears from their concutrente with him: 
For their moſt 3 ate, in 4 
manner 
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manner, tranſcribed from his 11th, Para- 
graph. This Author tells us, Pag. 5. That 
_ when a King withdraws bimſelf, and by 
Seals, without naming any Perſons to repre- 
ſent bim, the Government # certainly laid 


' down and forſaken by bim. Though after- 


wards he is ſo good natured as to add, 
That if any imminent preſent Danger, or 
juſt Fear , ( though indeed 2 King can ne- 
ver be decently ſuſpectod of that; I ſuppoſe 
his Reaſon is, auſe Kings are invul- 
nerable) had driven his Majeſty away, it 
— 1 ſeem 4 little teo bard to urge thy too 


In order to the confuting this Notion, 
I ſhall prove in the 
Firſt place, That his Majeſty, before his 
withdrawing , had 'ſufficient Grounds to 
make him apprehenſive of Danger, and there- 
fore It cannot be called an Abdication. 
Secondly, That the leaving any Repreſen- 
\ tatives behind him was impracticable at 
this juncture. . 
Thirdly, That we have no Grounds, ei- 
ther from the Laws of the Realm, or thoſe 
of Nature, to pronounce the Throne void, 
upon ſuch a Retreat of a King. | 
But before I do this, its not improper to 
obſerve, That this pretence of a Demiſe, if 
it fignified any thing, cannot affect Scat and 
or Ireland: Not the firſt , For there his 


Majefty's Commiſſioners ated in the uſual 


Manner, till they were diſturbed: Nor the 
ſecond, For that Kingdom continues till 
under the Regular Adminiſtration of the 
Lord Lieutenant. Neither is it ſufficient to 
ſay, That Ireland is an Appendage to the 
Crown of England, and therefore it muſt 
follow its Revolution, For allowing a De- 
miſe was really conſequent upon a Failure of 
Seals and Repreſentatives; yet there would 
be no colour to apply it to a Caſe where 
there was no ſuch Omiſſion. For no For- 
feiture ought to be ſtretched beyond the 
Reaſon upon which it is grounded. But this 
only by the way. 1 ſhall proceed to prove 
the firft thing prapounded , viz. That his 
Majeſty, before his withdrawing, had ſuffi- 
cient Grounds to make him apprehenſive of 
imminent Danger. 


We are now fallen upon Times in which 
the moſt extravagant and almoſt impoſſible 
Things are ſwallowed without Chewing,and 
the plaineſt Truths outfaced and denyed ; 
as if Evidence was an Argument againft 
Proof, and Abſurdities the only Motives 
of Credibility : So that now, if ever, we 
ſeem fit for Tranſubſtantiation. Had not 
ſome Men believed this true, in a great Mea- 
ſure,they would never have diſputed againft 
matter of Fact, which was done almoft in 
the Face of the whole Kingdom. To ſpeak 


to the preſent Caſe 3 Had not his Majeſty + 


great Reaſon to retire, to ſecure his Perſon 
and his Honor, at his withdrawing 
from Myitoballꝰ which is the time from 
which our Author dates his pretended De- 
ſertion (for he will not allow him to be King 
at his return) I ſay, had not his Majeſty great 
Reaſon to retire when he had met with ſo 
many unfortunate Diſappointments, with 8 
many ſurpriſing and unparallel'd Accidents 

When part of the Army was revolted, and 
the Remainder too apparently unſerviceable? 
When the People had ſuch fatal and unre- 
morable Prejudices againft his Majefty's Ser- 
vice ? When there were ſuch terrible Diſ- 
orders in the Kingdom, and all Places were. 
either Flaming or ready to take Fire? What 
ſhould a Prince do, when he had ſcarce any 
thing left him to loſe but himſelf, but 
conſult his Safety, and give way to the irre- 
ſiftable Evil ? But our Author pretends the 
King's Aﬀairs had a much better Aſpect ; 
Let us obſerve how he proves it. Why he 


tells us, That when the Prince of Orange: 


Propoſals came to by Majeſty, the Army and 
the Fleet were left in by Hands. They were 
ſo, that he might pay them for the Prince's 


Service; for they owned his Majeſty's Au- 


thority ſcarce any other way than by recei- 
ving his Mony,and eating up his Meat. ( It's 
to be hoped they have ſince repented of 
their Actions. ) But the Enquirer goes on 
with his Inventory of Forts «hd Revenues, 
which the King was to have ſtill. He may 
know, if he pleaſes, that we have but Four 
conſiderable Forts in the Kingdom. Now 
Hull and Plimouth had already diſpoſed of 


_ themſelyes, and the Tower of London was 


demanded 


* — 325 be * — | — — 
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temanded ſot the City 3; ſo that there was 
none but Poreſmouth remaining. And as for 
the Revenues, it's to be feared, the Northern 
Collections would have been almoſt as Slen- 
der as thoſe. in the Weſt. And now one 
would. think our Father began to relent : 
For he on, That ſame Things, which the 
Prince of Orange prapefed, may be called 
hard; vix. his demanding that the Laws 
qgcinſt Papiſts which. were in bnployment 
ighe be executed. But the Euquirer is 
much miſtaken, if he thinks the Prince of 
Orange inſiſted upon no more than the bare 
Execution of the Law in this point. For 
the Disbaoding of all Papiſts ( which was 
part of his Propoſals.) is much more than 
what the Law requires 3 by which the Pa- 
piſts are only excluded rom Offices of 
Command, and Truſt. But neither the 
Teſt-Acte, nor any others bar the King 
Lifting. them as common Souldiers, 

And laſtly, to deliver up his heſt Magazine, 
and the Strength of his Capital City; To 
be obliged to pay a Fortign Army, which 
came over to enable his Subjects to drive 


him out- ef his Dominions, were very ex- 


traordinary Demands, and looked as if 
there was a Deſign to reduce him as low 
in is Honor, as in his Fortune. To forgive 
a Man who endeavoured: to Ruin me, is 
great Chriftian Charity; but to Article 
away my Eftate to him, becauſe he has 
Injured me, is ſuch a Mortification as no 
Religion obliges us to, This is in effect to 
Betray our Innocence, and Sign away the 
Juſtice. of our Cauſe 3 and own that we 
have deſerved all that hand Ulage which 
has been put upon us ; ſo that it's eaſie 
to imagine what an unconquerable Aver- 
fon. the Spirit of Princes muſt needs have 
to ſuch an Unnatural Penance. In ſhort, 
when the Forts and Revenue were thus diſ- 
poſed of; when the Papitts were to be Dif- 
danded, and the Proteſtants could not be 
truſted ; when the Nation was under fuch 
general, and violent Diſlatisſactions; when 
the King, in caſe of a Rupture, (Which Was 
not unlikely] had nothing upon the Matter 
but his fingle Perſon. to oppoſe againſt the 
Prince's Arms,and thoſe of his own Subjects; 


when his Mortal Enemies, and thoſe 
were under the higheſt Forfeitures to his 
Majeſty, were to fit Judges of his Crown 
and Dignity, if no farther; when Afﬀairs 
were in this Tempeſtuous Condition, To 
ſay that a Free and Indiffezent Parliament 
might be Choſen, with relation to the 
King's Right, @s well as the Peoples; and 
that His Majeſty had no juſt viſibie Cauſe 10 
apprehend hymſo'f in Danger, is to out- ace 
the Sun, and to trample upon the Under- 
ſtandings, and almoſt upon the Seuſcs of 
the whole Nation. . 

2. It's not improper to examine what 
doughty Reaſons the Fyquicer advance: 
to prove, the 'Kmgs cuming from Revertham 
to White-hall > to hu People. 
The reaſon of his affirming this is appa- 
rent; He is ſenſible what ſingular uſage. his 
M.jeſty met with, and theretore he would 
fain unking Him, that it might the better 
ſuit with his Character. But, pray; what 
had the King done to incur a Forfeiture 
by his Firft Retirement I; Had he quitted 
the Realm? If that was material, it cannot 


to take Care of | his People ; any longer, 
when the Lords went down to Viſit him 
to Miu ball? No: If he had, he would 
not have come back when he was at his 
Liberty. His return, aſtet ſome Aſſuzan- 
ces of fair Treatment, is à plain diſcovery 
of the Motives of his withdrawing ; and 
that he came up with an intention to Go- 
rern. For, I believe, few People imaging 
that his Majeſty wou d take ſuch a Jour- 
ny, only to have Duech Guards clap d upon 
him; to be hurried out of his Palace, and 
carried Priſoner down the Thames at Noon 
Day. But the Seals never appeared. What 
time was there for them in 24 Hours? Be- 
fades there was an Order of Council with 
his Majeſty at the Head of it, for ſuppreſ- 
ſing / the Mobile, Dated Decemb. 18. which 
was the next Day after his Majelty's re- 
turn. And when he was ſent back to Re- 
cheſt er, he might plainly perceive his Go- 
vernment was at an End for the preſent. 
For the Tower · was. Garriſon'd by Foreign 

A 2 Forces: 


of 
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Forces: The Lords publiſhed an Order 
_ by their own Authority, to oblige the 
Papifts to depart the Town: The Ci- 
ty made an Atldreſs to the Prince of O- 
range, which was a Virtual acknowledg- 
ment of kis Power; and Aſſociations came 
up to that parpoſe out of the Country; 
Cambridge. ſhire Addreſs not to omit 
that his Majeſty was denyed a ſmall Sum 
of kis own Gold to Heal with; As if _ 
hed rather poor People ſhould Periſh wit 
Boyles and -UWicers, than thew common 
Jaſtice and Humanity to their King. From 
all theſe remarkable Circumſtances, his 
Majeſty might eafily gueſs how they in- 
- tended to diſpoſe of him: For no Man in 
his Senſes, Who has treated a Prince ſo 
Contemptnouſly in his own Kingdom, will 
ever-permit him eithet Power, or Liberty, 


for fear he 'fhovld remember his former ſubvere 


Uſipe. */From'what hes been ſaid, it's moſt 
evident; that kis Ma hal all imagina- 
ble reaſon to provide! for his on Security 
in ſome other Coùntry. 

And fince his-Majeſty had ſuſfleient rea- 
ſons to withdraw, theſe can be no pretence 
for an Abllication':t-For we are to obſerve, 
that to Abaicate an Office, always ſuppo- 
ſer ithe Conſent of him whom Quits it: 
That/this is the fignification of the Word 
Abdivo, appears from Tully, Saluſt, and Li- 
D403 to which Pall only add the Learn- 
ed Grotims, De jure Bells, &c. Libr. 1. 
Cap. 4. Sect. 9. Where he makes Abdica- 
ting the Government, and plainly Giving 
* S d be Torr: of the ſame- impor- 
tatibe, d . „ b or Win 3ar ! 

And to prevent unreaſonable Cyvils, be 
adds, that a Neglect, or Omiffion' in the 

Adminiſtration of | Government, is by no 
means to be Interpreted a Renunciation of 
it. We haue but itwo Inftances with us 
which looks like an Abdication ſinee the 
Conqueſt; which are ici the Reign of Ka- 
SI. and Richard H. both which were 
najuſtly Depoſed by their Subjects. How- 
ever they did not renoumce their Ategiance, 
auc declare the Throne void, till they bad 
x* formal Reſignation under the Hands of 


bath thoſe wfortunate Princes: And henct 


it appears how ankeky our Enquirer is at 
citing the Lava. For Pag. 12. He tells 


us, That fince theſe Two: Princes have been 


judged in Parli ament for their Male Admi- 
miſtr ation, and ſince 3 have 
2 
ments 5 ac Are. part our 
Law. From hence I obſerve, 
1. That our Author contradicts himſelf. 
For here he owns that Male Adminiftrati- 
on is fufficient to 'warrant Depoſition, and 
Refiſtance. But in his Eaquiry into the 
Meaſures of - Submiſſion, @&c. - For both 
theſe Papers are (generally ſuppoſed to 
come from the fame Hand) Fg. 5. Par. 14. 
He is much kinder to the Crown ; for 
there He aſſerts, That it 21 wot I to 
refit the Ning upon any pretence of Tl! AA. 
a Re he — leſs than 
ing the Fundammals .of i Government 
will juſtify an Oppofition: Now Iam much 
miſtaken, if-Depoſing of Kings is not Re- 
ſiſting them with a Witneſs. But beſides 
his (elf Contraciction; the caſe is not to 
his purpoſe: For, : 
I. Theſe Parliaments were ealtted in Tu- 
multuous times, when the Subjects were 
fo hardy as to put their Kings under Con- 
finement. Now MH it is againſt the Con- 
ſtiiation of Parliaments to Menace the Two 
Houſes out of their Liberty of Voting free» 
ty, then certainly Kings ought not to be 
— by —.— and Priſons. Theſe 
arliaments therefore are very i 
to make Precedents f. COT 
21 These Princes were wrought upon 
ſo far, as to reſigu their Crowns, 'which 
each of them did, though - newillingly 3 
Let this produce ſuch a Refigna- 
tion from: His 'Majefty, and he ſays ſome- 
thing. | 
E 


14 


efſury implication condemn 
theſe Depofing Precedents 3 for it's impo#- 


| their! Princes 


2, By 
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$. By Ac df Parliament the Firſt" of 


Ede. 4. yet- 8 large upon the 
Parliament Rolis, and ſor the art part 
recited verbatim in the Plead in — 
66 my in the Year Books 

5.4 5 The Aale 7 Bay. a ty De De- 
Ra Inheritance, und is {et autos” 
particularly; And that upon the 

of Rich. 2. the Cron by Law, Cuſtom, and 
Conſcience, Deſcended and ed to Ed- 


mwnd, Earl of . Mareb, under whom King 
Ed. 4. claimed. 
5 >. er further declared, That 
— . ye and Tones 
oe nds 5 2 4 
ron 
Hen. 6. PT ſata Realm by 


= eg 
2 9, Hen g. Per. Perf) hen Ri 


+ Dulce ele „laid claim 
to i je m by right 
of Succeflion' ery 


'1.ObjeRedin behalf of eh. rde g 
took the Crown upon him as next Hei ip 
m Blood to Hen. 3: not as Conqueror. 
To this it was Anſwered, That the pe 

„1. 


tente of Wight 8s 5 next Heir to Hen. 3 

mac er fr ep "of as 9 Se to 
dow 'the'y om: 
2. Nas iſt ehe 14 


| 85 of te Bod, 


. 


of England ry France 7 
e 


— 


Which i Le me Aer Uf tlie pute . 


ke 5 N. ackygwicdgcd and * 


to be God I 


uf Daw Dan 2 off Suffice. :Eottbii's Abridg, 
5, 
| From 'theſe Recognitions it plainty fol- 


— 

1. eden women aach bi inter- 
rapted by an Act ne 'by «Ring 
De Paths, and mr De ir 

2 The ante Def 
m—_— b 25 of Rich. ms Ba 

the e ch. 2. d 
evident! ts, That the Tong Ty 
1 during his Life, and conſe- 

ye that his Depofition war Null, and 


Unlawhi 

"Wits it's demanded, Why' his Majeffy did 
hot leave Seals and Commiſſioners to fupply 
his Abſence p This Queſtion brings me to 

the Second Point, wx. to ſhew, | 
That the leavin ient R 
ee im edit this For 
en the Nation was ſo much em- 
trolle , and the King's Totereft reduted to 
ſuch - an unfortunate Bub; it would hare 


yery difficult, > omg ewe hav 
— 5 Parfous who n he * 


Frys 


4 of 
ſet aff 
at Ninſſor 


4 * 
= 


ag cn chen up 
dt only ay 


RE i 
4 obligin 


[ment In 7 I LIES he 
great et the 4s appears 
85 8 Ora 44 Sa 
2 2 1 1. pedition 


png * Expedient 15 nat abſo- 
85 ar Adminiſtration of 
INES Regularly, 


without 


without any, ſuch. 
thuſe Commiſſions w 
Juſtices of the Peace, had already from the 
King. This I ſhall prove, 

4: Froma 7 iuſtance; Ring Charles 


ion, by Virtue of 
the Judges and 


the J. took à Journy into Scosland in 41, 
during the 8 of Parliament at Ha- 
minſter; Where, though he appointed u 
Bills W (The Gon 
tinuation of Bal. Chron, ] yet 2 
and Juſt N acted by Vietue of their former 
Commiſſions, without any new Authority 
from any Repreſentatives * bio jeſty. 
Now Scotland is as much a d King - 
dom fi om England, as France; ge? France 
as much his Majſtys Dominions Scet- 
land : And therefore if Commi will 
hold in the King's Abſence in Place; 
why not in the other ? 

e „ The N 
anudry Min. to Qiipatc 
ſome Daches in order to keep the Term 
but Were forbidden to proceed by. the 
Prince of Orange's Secretary : So that it is 


udges that their Commiſſions from his Ma- 
{ti Weſt ha Force. But in the next 8 
any Per 
a Fake this 
ve Aae with ee in- 
perable For, 
77 If they pal Limited they would 


not have. j Satisfaction; For it bei 
te foreſce Buſineſs at RS 

of a OE Parks 

been 


fugs it was the Opinion of theſe Reverend . 


R ae n 
245 
would ha 225 


dent at a diſtance; 8 
to 


ow 
rr. would not have 
of the Houſes, and the greateſt part = 


their Grievances might have been counted 
unredreſſed. If it's ſaid that the Parlia- 


if they nt, And, I hope, they will; 
for I hear his Majeſty has been ſo gracious 
as to ſend to them, But, 


2. If theſe Commiſſioners were uni 


7 
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Power 


to Ne geh all the 80 e they . 


"Ruled Caſe to 


ted, it would be in their Power to * 2 
great many things prejudicial o the 
Crawn 4 In ſuch à Caſe they might alter 
the Mpnarchy into a Commonyealth, or 
Sign the Depoſing of his Majeſty, if ſuck 
Bills ſhould happen ta be 0 ved... And 
though. there. may be many! Perſons of 
Honor, and g enough, to lodge 
ſuch a Trult with e Let in regard his Mas 
jeſty has been lately miſtaken in ſome, of 
whoſe Fidelity he had fo great an Aſſu- 
rance, he has ſmall encouragement to be 
over-contiding for the Future. Indeed no 
Wiſe Prince Wal: ins An as tg. 2 
a Kingdom, witht nother, 

pecially when many of, his Subjects are Diſ+ 


affected, and in a Ferment. So that nothing 


can be more unreaſonable than — — 
Plenipotentiary and Abſolute Commi 
3. 1 chall prove in the laſt place, That 
we have no.Grounds, either from the Laws 
of. the ene, or from thoſe of - Nature, 
to pr e the Throne void, upon ſuch 
a Retreat of a Prince as we have before us. 
1. To begio with the Laws of the 
Realm, which are either Acts of Parlia 
ws Nw There no Sane, e 36 re 
q there: is no Statute, fo much 33 pre» 
to ſupport this Deſerting Dotrin 3 
and if there was, it's certaiti. no ſuch ** 
be. produced. Indeed. a Prince muſt be 
— wegr I Governing, and void of the 
iclinations of Mankind; who 
. g. Sign a Bill of this Nature, and 


Sire his 8 
vantage 


ſage, and Immemorial Cuftom. 


Now Cu- 
ſtom ſuppoſes Precedents and nd. parallel Ca- 
ſes : But it's granted of all Hands, That the 


nent t haye r Crown of England. was never judged to 

of thei 4 K. ue [ty. 7 Deiuiſed. 10 5 unge ig ot 152 80 
this I Anf . dr Canvention. may before now. therefore it follows, 
ſend to his for an Expedient now ,undeiiiable Conſequence, that this ion 


can have no Foundation in the Common 

Lay, becauſe there is not ſo much as — 

e it by. Nay , 

it in the matte 
0 


Laws are, not 0 


—> 


who having not ſufficient Force to 


ter the Earl of Harick,: who had raiſed. 
an Army for King Henry, was obliged to 


fly the dom; but that he deputed any 
Perſons to Repreſent him, our Hiſtories 
don't give us the leaſt Intimation : Neither 
was it Objected at his return, that he had 
Abdicated the Government, by ,omitting, 
to Conſtitute a Regent. Neither is it ma- 
terial to Object, that all Diſputes of this 


Nature were over- ruled by his Victorious taſt 


Army; For if it had been the known Law 
of this Realm, that a Prince had spfo fa 
forfeited his Crown by going beyond Sea, 
without leaving a*Deputation, 
Departure ſhould happen to be Involunta- 
ry : If this, I ſay, had been the Law of 
the Kingdom, it would not only have been 
a great Advantage to Henry the Sixth, and 
made the Nation ring of. it, (of which 
there is aleum Silentium) hut we may be 
well aſſured, King Edwerd would not hare 
confer'd Honor, worn the Crown, and ta- 
ken the State and Authority of a King upon 
him, till he had been reeftabliſhed by Par- 
liaments. But that he did Exerciſe all Acts 
of Sovereiguty before the calling of a Par- 
liament, appears from Daniell, Stew, and 
Baker. And when the Parliament was 
Convened, thoſe who had taken up Arms 
againſt him were found Guilty of Treaſon, 
and his Adherents were reftored to Blood 
and Eſtate (Danzell.) But there was no Con- 
ficmation, or Reſiſting of his Title, which 
is a Demonſtration there was no need 
of it; and that this Abdicating Doctrin 
was perfectly unknown to that Age. 

2. To come nearer our own Times, 
what Seals, or Commiſſioners did Charles 
the Second leave behind him after Wor- 
ceſter Fight? And yet, I believe, no Mor- 
tal ever urged this as an Argument againft 
his Reftauration. If it be Anſwered, that 
there was much more Danger in this caſe, 
than in that before us. To this I reply, that 
if we Examine the Matter more narrow- 


ly, we ſhall find the diſparity very inconſi- 


though bis 


(7) | ' 
of this Paradox, but againſt it, as I ſhall. 
woke gopd Two Precedents. 
1. From the Caſe of Edward the Fourth, 
Eacoun- 


derable. For wat there nat a numerous Ar- 
my of Foreigner: and Subjects in the Field, 


e 
hat Power or Authority, or fo much as- 
Liberty was there left him? And I am 
afraid that at that time he had fewer Friends 
to ſtand. by him, than his Brother after 
that unfortunate Battle in 35. 
And fince this pret Dereliction has 
no manner of Protection from the Conſti- 
tution, it has no other Refuge but the 
Laws of Nature to fly to; but a very little 
Storming will ſerve to drive it from this. 
chment. | 
e Law of Nature is nothing but 
the Reaſon of the Thing. Now impartial 
Reaſon has always a regard to the Circum- 
ſtances of Action, and makes Allowances. 
for Surpriſe, for Straitneſs of Time, for Re- 
ſentment upon extraordinary 


or all, of theſe Cauſes. I mention this, 
not that the preſent Caſe needs any fuck 

Allowance, but te ſhow: that the Law of 
Nature would Admit it, if Occafion re- 
quired. Tis true, written Laws, either 

through the ambiguity of the W or 
the defectiveneſi of the Senſe, are often - 
abuſed by ill Men, and wrefted contrary 

to the Defign of the Legiſlators : But the 
Law of Nature is not tyed up to the Al 
phabet , nor bound to determine by the 
Imperfections of former Ages. Therefore 
this Principle will give the uirer no- 
Juft Advantages againſt his Majeſty # for 
Equity has ne Quirks in it, nor ever lyes 
at Catch. Reaſon is always juſt and ger 
nerous, it never makes Misfortune an Ac · 
cuſation, nor judges in favour of Violence. 
Indeed, what can be more Unrighteous. 
( though the Caſe was private and infe- 
rior) than that any one ſhould Suff-r for 
being Injured, and be barred his Right for 
the Faults of others ?-If a Man ſhould for- 
feit his Houſe to thoſe who et it on 
Fire, only becauſe he quitted it without 
giving ſome formal Directions to the Ser- 
vants; and be obliged to loſe his Eſtate, 
for endeavouring to preſerve his Life. 1 
believe 


no Mar, who mak. betteves 


the truth of it; CLI 
- (aftly' leave it ta fig awn Cor 
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Primer. Now whether hy -Mijefſty has 

been well uſed in ' tHis Revolutfon, or 

p not, I leave the World to judge now, 
Wit h Objeed? That but God wilt do, it afterwards: | 


rap ae | rr Tries 
" Thus (SIR) T have ventured to give 
; — my Thoughts upon this Subject ; 

* 

* Aﬀectionately yours. 


